Preface

This volume contains selected papers presented at the Applying Peirce con-
ference at the University of Helsinki, 11-13 June 2007. The meeting brought
together scholars and researchers to explore and discuss Charles S. Peirce’s
thought and its applications. With more than a hundred participants and
more than 60 papers presented by an internationally diverse group from
many different fields, the organizers felt that a selection of extended papers
representative of the contents of the conference should be made available
to the public.

The Applying Peirce conference, organized by the members of the
Helsinki Peirce Research Centre, was arranged in conjunction with the 9th
World Congress of the International Association of Semiotic Studies. The
meeting was made possible by the financial support received from the Uni-
versity of Helsinki (project 2023031, “Peirce’s Pragmatistic Philosophy and
Its Applications”) and the Academy of Finland, and the sponsorship of
the Philosophical Society of Finland and the Charles S. Peirce Society. We
would also like to acknowledge the help we received from Prof. Douglas
Anderson, who commented on the whole of the volume, and Mr. Jukka
Nikulainen, whose competence and eye for detail was crucial to its techni-
cal production.

This volume is the first in the series Nordic Studies in Pragmatism,
which publishes peer reviewed monographs and collections of articles on
philosophical pragmatism. We feel that there is no better way to start this
series than with a book highlighting the range and contemporary relevance
of the founder of the pragmatist movement.

Helsinki, December 2010
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